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SECOND RENEWED PETITION 
WHEN ONE JOINT INVENTOR REFUSES TO EXECUTE 
PAPERS UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) 

This second petition is submitted pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .47(a) for the failure of one 
of the inventors, John Baross, to execute the Declaration and Assignment in connection with 
the above-identified application. A letter dated May 10, 2005 attaching the complete copy of 
the Application, Declaration and Assignment was sent to Mr. Baross however, it was detected 
that our cover letter made no reference to the enclosed application. As such, another letter 
dated May 13, 2005 to Mr. Baross, with the enclosure of the Declaration, Assignment and 
complete copy of the Application, was delivered and signed for by Mr. Baross, a copy of the 
U.S. Post Office Tracking service is provided. A return express mail address label and 
envelope were provided to Mr. Baross for his use in returning the documents, which have not 
been used as evidenced by the U.S. Post Office Tracking Service. Numerous telephone 
messages have been made to Mr. Baross' home telephone number but have not been returned. 
Despite numerous efforts to contact Mr. Baross, the non-signing inventor has failed to 
execute the Declaration and Assignment. 

The last known address of the non-signing inventor, John Baross, is as follows: 

126 Pleasant Grove Road 
Long Valley, NJ 07853-3444 
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For the foregoing reasons, it is believed that sufficient basis has been established for 
filing this application absent John Baross' signature. Accordingly, granting of this Petition 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.47(a) is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge counsel's Deposit Account No. 20- 
0782/ATT2003-0254 the fee of $130.00 as required by 37 CFR § 1.17(h) or any other fees in 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.47(a). 



Respectfully submitted, 

Kin-Wah Tong, Esq:"" 

Registration No. 39,400 

Moser, Patterson & Sheridan, L.L.P. 

595 Shrewsbury Avenue 

Shrewsbury, NJ 07701 

Telephone: (732) 530-9404 

Facsimile: (732) 530-9808 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW May ^ Q 2QQ5 

Mr. John BaRoss 

126 Pleasant Grove Road 

Long Valley, NJ 07853-3444 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/750,362 

Entitled: "METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR RECEIVING DIGITAL CONTENT 
USING A PREPAID DIGITAL CONTENT CARD" 

Our File: ATT 2003-0254 



Dear Mr. BaRoss: 

Please find enclosed, a copy of a Declaration and Power of Attorney, along with 
an Assignment, which are required for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark 
office for the above-identified patent application before May 18, 2005. 

The issue which you had previously brought to our attention concerning this 
matter has now been resolved. Our attorney, Mr. Kin-Wah Tong, has attempted to 
contact you several times to discuss the resolution but has been unable to reach you. 

As this matter is now considered resolved, I would appreciate your signing, 
dating and returning these documents. I have provided a pre-paid Express Mail 
envelope for your use. If you still have any concern with regards to this matter, please 
call us at your earliest opportunity so that we can discuss the matter with you. 



Very truly yours, 




Sujata Barot 
Paralegal 



Enclosure 



CC: Kin-Wah Tong, Esq. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 

name. 

I believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled METHOD AND 
SYSTEM FOR RECEIVING DIGITAL CONTENT USING A PREPAID DIGITAL 
CONTENT CARD, the specification of which was filed on December 31, 2003 under 
Serial Number 10/750,362. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
identified specification, including the claims, as amended by an amendment, if any, 
specifically referred to in this oath or declaration. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose all information known to me which is material 
to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, 1 19(a- 
d) or 365(a-b) of PCT or foreign application(s) for patent or inventors' certificate listed 
below or priority benefits under 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) 
listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or 
inventors' certificate having a filing date before that of the application on which priority 
is claimed: 

Provisional Application No. 60/506,583, filed September 26, 2003 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 120 of any United 
States application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims 
of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, 1 12, we acknowledge the 
duty to disclose all information known to us to be material to patentability as defined in 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 1.56 which became available between the filing 
date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this 
application: 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
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like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 
18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

I hereby appoint the attorney(s) associated with Customer Number 26652 (AT&T 
Corp.) with full power of substitution and revocation, to prosecute said application, to 
make alterations and amendments therein, to receive the patent, and to transact all 
business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

I also appoint Raymond R. Moser, Jr. (Reg. No. 34,682), Eamon J. Wall (Reg. 
No. 39,414), Kin-Wah Tong (Reg. No. 39,400), Steven M. Hertzberg (Reg. No. 41,834), 
John M. Kelly (Reg. No. 33,920), Robert M. Brush (Reg. No. 45,710), Jorge E. Villabon 
(Reg. No. 52,322), Diana Rea (Reg. No. 54,938), Thomas Bethea (Reg. No. 53,987) and 
Kirby A. Turner (Reg. No. 48,500) as associate attorneys, with full power to prosecute 
said application, to make alterations and amendments therein, and to transact all business 
in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

Please address all correspondence to Mr. S. H. Dworetsky, AT&T Corp., P.O. 
Box 4110, Middletown, New Jersey 07748. Telephone calls should be made to Kin-Wah 
Tong at 732-530-9404. 

Full name of 1 st joint inventor: Michael PALUMBO 

Inventor's signature Date 

Residence: 4 Cherry Street, Long Valley, New Jersey 07853 
Post Office Address: Same as Residence 

Citizenship: United States of America 



Full name of 2 nd joint inventor: John F. BAROSS, Jr. 

Inventor's signature Date 

Residence: 126 Pleasant Grove Road, Long Valley, New Jersey 07853 
Post Office Address: Same as Residence 

Citizenship: United States of America 



Full name of 3 rd joint inventor: Mark P. EVANS 

Inventor's signature Date 

Residence: 5 Cambridge Drive, Annandale, New Jersey 08801 
Post Office Address: Same as Residence 

Citizenship: United States of America 
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For value received, we, Michael PALUMBO of Long Valley in the County of Morris and 
State of New Jersey; John F. BAROSS, Jr. of Long Valley in the County of Morris and State of 
New Jersey; and Mark P. EVANS of Annandale in the County of Hunterdon and State of New 
Jersey, hereby sell, assign and transfer to AT&T Corp., a corporation of the State of New York, 
having an office at 32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10013-2412, U.S.A., and 
its successors, assigns and legal representatives, the entire right, title and interest, for the United 
States of America, in and to certain inventions related to METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
RECEIVING DIGITAL CONTENT USING A PREPAID DIGITAL CONTENT CARD 
described in an application for Letters Patent of the United States, filed December 31, 2003 under 
Serial number 10/750,362, and all the rights and privileges in said application and under any and 
all Letters Patent that may be granted in the United States for said inventions; and we also 
concurrently hereby sell, assign and transfer to AT&T Corp. the entire right, title and interest in 
and to said inventions for all countries foreign to the United States, including all rights of priority 
arising from the application aforesaid, and all the rights and privileges under any and all forms of 
protection, including Letters Patent, that may be granted in said countries foreign to the United 
States for said inventions. 

We authorize AT&T Corp. to make application for such protection in its own name and 
maintain such protection in any and all countries foreign to the United States, and to invoke and 
claim for any application for patent or other form of protection for said inventions, without 
further authorization from us, any and all benefits, including the right of priority provided by any 
and all treaties, conventions, or agreements. 

We hereby consent that a copy of this assignment shall be deemed a full legal and formal 
equivalent of any document which may be required in any country in proof of the right of AT&T 
Corp. to apply for patent or other form of protection for said inventions and to claim the 
aforesaid benefit of the right of priority. 

We request that any and all patents for said inventions be issued to AT&T Corp. in the 
United States and in all countries foreign to the United States, or to such nominees as AT&T 
Corp. may designate. 

We agree that, when requested, we shall, without charge to AT&T Corp. but at its 
expense, sign all papers, and do all acts which may be necessary, desirable or convenient in 
connection with said applications, patents, or other forms of protection. 



Date: 

Michael PALUMBO 

State of ) 
County of ) 

On this day of , 2004, before me personally came Michael 

PALUMBO, to me known to be the individual described in and who executed the foregoing 
instrument, and acknowledged execution of the same. 



Notary Public 
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Date: 

^ ~ John F. BAROSS, Jr. 

State of ) 
County of ) 

On this day of , 2004, before me personally came John F. BAROSS, 

Jr., to me known to be the individual described in and who executed the foregoing instrument, 
and acknowledged execution of the same. 



Notary Public 



Date: 

Mark P. EVANS 

State of ) 
County of ) 

On this day of , 2004, before me personally came Mark P. EVANS, 

to me known to be the individual described in and who executed the foregoing instrument, and 
acknowledged execution of the same. 



Notary Public 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR RECEIVING DIGITAL CONTENT 
USING A PREPAID DIGITAL CONTENT CARD 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims benefit of United States Provisional Patent Application 
Serial Number 60/506,583, filed September 26, 2003, which is incorporated by 
reference herein in its entirety. 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to prepaid cards for purchasing content, and 
more specifically, a method and system for purchasing digital content from a digital 
content provider using prepaid digital content cards 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Conventional prepaid cards have been offered by various retailers and 
service providers to enable consumers to purchase goods and services that are 
either not defined or quantized at the time of purchasing the prepaid cards. For 
example, a retailer may offer a prepaid gift card to a consumer to allow a recipient of 
the card to apply the dollar amount associated with the card to purchase any product 
such that the balance of the prepaid gift card is applied to the purchase amount. 
Similarly, prepaid call cards allow a purchaser or recipient to purchase a predefined 
amount of minutes to make telephone calls, and then use the card at a later time, 
thereby depleting the value of the prepaid card as the card is being used to make 
phone calls. 

[0004] From the perspective of the consumer, the prepaid cards let the consumer 
budget a particular dollar amount that may be applied for consumption to a particular 
use, as well as enable a person to share the purchasing capacity with others, 
illustratively, in the form of a gift. From the perspective of the merchant, the 
merchant is assured that the consumers' dollars will be spent with the provider of the 
prepaid card, as opposed to competitors of the merchant Although prepaid cards 
have been highly successful for merchants of tangible goods and phone services, 
presentry, there is no way for consumers to purchase digital content, such as 
multimedia, from a digital content provider. Moreover, the digital content providers 
lack a system and method for attracting consumers to purchase their digital content 

I 
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in a prepaid manner. Therefore, there is a need in the art for a method and system 
to allow consumers to purchase digital content from digital content providers using 
prepaid digital content cards. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The disadvantages heretofore associated with the prior art are overcome by 
the present invention of a method and system for providing digital content to 
consumers utilizing a prepaid digital content medium. The method and system 
includes receiving unique identification information associated with a prepaid digital 
content medium (PDCM) from a consumer distributor of the PDCM. Upon payment 
for the PDCM by a purchaser, unique identifying information associated with the 
PDCM is sent to an authentication service provider, and the PDCM is activated 
based upon the identification information. 

[0006] The authentication service provider sends confirmation of activation of the 
PDCM to a digital content provider in response to a request for confirmation from the 
digital content provider. In particular, the digital content provider sends the request 
for confirmation in response to a request for the digital content by a consumer 
possessing the purchased PDCM. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[00071 So that the manner in which the above recited features of the present 
invention can be understood in detail, a more particular description of the invention, 
briefly summarized above, may be had by reference to embodiments, some of which 
are illustrated in the appended drawings. It is to be noted, however, that the 
appended drawings illustrate only typical embodiments of this invention and are 
therefore not to be considered limiting of its scope, for the invention may admit to 
other equally effective embodiments. 

[0008] FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of an exemplary network suitable for 
implementing the present invention; 
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[0009] FIGS. 2A and 2B collectively depict a flow diagram of a method for activating 
a prepaid digital content medium of the present invention at an authentication 
service provider; and 

[0010] FIGS. 3A-3C collectively depict a flow diagram of a method for acquiring 
digital content from a digital content provider using the prepaid digital content 
medium of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0011] The present invention relates to a system and method for consumers to 
purchase prepaid cards associated with receiving digital content from a digital 
content provider. The term "prepaid cards" is provided for illustrative purposes only, 
and may include any tangible medium that permits a purchaser for digital content to 
prepay for specific digital content available from the digital content provider. In 
exchange for payment, a purchaser receives an article of manufacture, herein 
termed a prepaid digital content medium, which has unique identifying information 
for authentication and security purposes. The prepaid digital content medium may 
be used to receive the digital content at a future time, as opposed to going to a 
retailer to purchase and leave with the purchased products. 

[0012] Accordingly, the present invention allows a promoter of digital content to 
indirectly sell such digital content, such as music, videos, ring tones, or any other 
digital content that may be downloaded to a computer-like device of a consumer. 
Purchasing of the digital content occurs via the use of prepaid cards sold by a 
retailer, which are first be authenticated during the purchasing process, and then 
validated at the digital content provider prior to downloading the digital content. 

£0013] FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of an exemplary network 100 suitable for 
implementing the present invention. In particular, the exemplary network 100 
comprises a prepaid digital content medium distributor 110, an authentication 
service provider 130, a digital content provider 150, and at least one customer 
computer devices 170. In one embodiment, the distributor 110, authentication 
service provider 130, and digital content provider 150 are independent business 
entities who have formed a business alliance to promote and sell digital content via 
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the prepaid digital content cards. However, one skilled in the art will appreciate that 
the distribution, authentication, and providing of digital content functions may be 
facilitated by a single business entity or among a combination of different business 
entities (e.g., subsidiaries, divisions, multiple corporations, among other business 
entities). 

[0014] In one embodiment, the distributor 110 is any retailer designated to stock, 
promote, and sell prepaid digital content cards to a customer 102. The distributor 
may be a national, regional, or local retailer that comprises at least an inventory of 
digital content medium (cards) 104, a purchasing center, such as a cashier or 
checkout counter 112, a digital content medium reading device, such as a card 
reader 114, and input/output (I/O) circuitry to communicate with the authentication 
service provider 1 30. 

[0015] Although the distributor is described as a classic storefront retailer, the 
present invention also contemplates that the distributor may be a business entity 
doing business over the Internet. For example, an Internet company may provide a 
website that enables a customer 102 to shop for a prepaid digital content card 
associated with particular digital content (e.g., a movie, songs from a particular 
artist, among others). A customer 102 shopping on the website pays for the prepaid 
digital content card, illustratively, by credit card, and the internet company will then 
send the unique identifying information of the prepaid digital content medium 104 to 
the authentication service provider 130 via the internet. After payment, the internet 
company mails the purchased prepaid digital content medium 104 to the customer 
1 02 for subsequent use thereafter. 

[00161 Referring to FIG. 1, in one embodiment, the prepaid digital content medium 
(PDCM) 104 is a card having a shape and form similar to a credit card or prepaid 
calling card r as conventionally known in the art. At the time the PDCM 104 is 
fabricated, the PDGM 104 is provided with identifying information printed on the 
surface of the PDGM. In one embodiment, the identifying information of the PDCM 
1 04 comprises a serial number (s/n) and a personal identification number (PIN). 
Promotional information may also be printed on the surfaces of the PDCM, where 
the promotional information corresponds to the digital content being offered for sale. 
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Also printed on the surface of the PDCM 104 is a uniform resource locator (URL), 
which corresponds to a particular web page(s) of the content provider 1 50. 

[0017] The PDCM 104 has no value to a customer 102 until the PDCM is purchased 
at the distributor 110, and the distributor 110 sends the unique identifying 
information to the authentication service provider 130 for activation. Specifically, the 
customer 102 selects a PDCM 104 from a display center, and proceeds to pay for 
the PDCM 104 at the cashier (checkout counter) 112. After payment is made, the 
cashier 112 scans the PDCM 104 in a scanner 114, which reads the identifying 
information of the PDCM 104 and sends such identifying information to the 
authentication service provider 130, via the I/O circuitry. In the embodiment where 
the PDCMs are in the form of prepaid cards, such prepaid cards may include a 
magnetic strip that may be swiped through and read by a scanner 114 such as a 
card reader. 

[0018] The authentication service provider 130 comprises at least one processor 
(e.g., server) 132, I/O circuitry 136, and memory for facilitating a database 134 for 
storing information regarding all of the PDCMs 104 that are available for sale by the 
distributors 110. In one embodiment, the authentication service provider 130 and 
distributor 110 communicate with each other via a host-to-host connection or any 
other direct communications channel that facilitates high speed and secure transfer 
of information therebetween. 

[0019] In one embodiment, the database 134 comprises a table 140 having a 
plurality of entries, where each entry is associated with the unique identifying 
information of each PDCM available for sale. For example, in the embodiment 
where the PDCM is a prepaid card having a unique serial number and PIN, the 
database 134 comprises a serial number entry 142 and a corresponding PIN entry 
144 for each prepaid digital content card 104 that was sent to the distributors 1 10 for 
sale. That is, the authentication service provider 130 stores the identifying 
information for each PDCM. prior to the PDCM being available for sale by the 
distributors 110. The identifying information stored in the database 134 at the 
authentication service provider 130 is used to activate and later validate the PDCM 
104. 
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[0020] FIGS. 2A and 2B collectively depict a flow diagram of a method 200 for 
activating a prepaid digital content medium 104 of the present invention at an 
authentication service provider 130. FIGS. 2A and 2B are divided into three 
columns, where the first column represents actions occurring at the distributor 130, 
the second column represents actions occurring at the authentication service 
provider 130, and the third column represents actions occurring at the content 
provider 150. FIGS. 2A and 2B should be viewed in conjunction with FIG. 1. 

[0021] Referring to FIG. 2A, the method 200 starts at step 201, where a customer 
102 goes to a prepaid digital content medium distributor 110, such as a national 
retailer, and selects a prepaid digital content medium 104 of his/her choice. The 
prepaid digital content medium 104 may take any shape or form, and in one 
embodiment, is fabricated in a similar manner as a credit card or prepaid calling 
card. The prepaid digital content card 104 may be as a promotional medium by 
content providers and their affiliates to promote and sell digital content, such as 
multimedia content, and the like. 

[0022] For example, in the entertainment industry, movie studios and producers may 
wish to promote their movies and associated soundtracks. The soundtracks may be 
recorded by one or more artists associated with a particular recording company. 
Accordingly, a multimedia content provider, such as BMG Inc. may wish to promote 
the latest "hot" movie for all parties involved in producing the movie/soundtrack, by 
offering selective portions of the soundtrack (e.g., two or three songs) to consumers 
to entice them to purchase other related goods and services. As such, the 
consumers may be able to pick and choose among various titles of movies, record 
labels, musical artists, and the like. 

[0023] Once a customer selects at least one prepaid digital content card 104, the 
method 200 proceeds to step 202, where the customer 102 purchases the PCDM 
104 from the distributor (retailer) 110. At step 204, the cashier at the distributor 1 10 
then initiates authentication of the PCDM 104 by illustratively swiping the PCDM 
though a scanner (e.g., a card reader) 114. At step 206, the scanner 1 14 sends the 
identifying information to the authentication service provider 130, and the method 
200 proceeds to step 208. 
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[0024] At step 208, the authentication service provider 130 receives the identifying 
information of a PDCM 104, as well as purchasing information from the PDCM 
distributor 110. At step 210, the authentication service provider 130 authenticates 
the received PDCM identification information. In particular, the server 132 uses the 
received identification information to look for a matching entry in the database 134. 
For example, if the PDCM identification information comprises a serial number and 
corresponding PIN, then the server 132 checks the serial number entries 142 and 
PIN entries 144 in the database 134 for a matching set. 

[0025] Furthermore, the scanning device 1 14 at the distributor 1 10 also sends indicia 
that the PDCM 104 has been purchased. Such indicia may include flagging a bit or 
some other conventional technique for signifying that the PDCM has been positively 
purchased at a particular checkout counter 1 12 of a distributor 110. 

[0026] At step 212, the server 132 determines if the stored identifying information 
and the received identifying information match. Furthermore, the server 132 checks 
the received information for indicia that the PDCM 104 has been purchased at the 
distributor 110. If the determination is negatively answered, i.e., either the 
identifying information does not match and/or there is no indicia of the PDCM being 
purchased, then the method 200 proceeds to step 214. At step 214, the server 132 
rejects authentication (i.e., activation) of the PDCM 104, and in one embodiment 
sends a rejection message to the distributor 110. At step 216, the distributor 
receives the rejection message, which defines the PDCM 104 as being invalid. At 
step 218, the rejection message may be used by the distributor 1 10 to provide notice 
that the PDCM 104 is invalid (misidentified), the scanner 114 is not working properly, 
or an unauthorized attempt has been made to authenticate the PDCM 1 04. 

[0027] If at step 212, the identifying information and indicia of a bonafide purchase is 
determined to be valid, then the method 200 proceeds to step 220. At step 220, the 
server activates the PDCM 104. In one embodiment, activation of the PDCM 104 is 
provided by placing an entry in the database 134 corresponding to the respective 
identifying information of the PDCM 104. In one embodiment, the server 132 
receives the identifying information illustratively from the scanner 114 at the 
distributor 1 1 0. Alternatively, the distributor 1 1 0 may have the PIN of the PDCM 1 04 
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stored locally, and the PIN and serial number of the PDCM 104 are then sent 
together to the authentication SP 130 by the scanning device 1 14. One skilled in the 
art will recognize that any other conventional technique may be utilized to activate 
the PDCM 104 at the authentication SP 130. The method 200 then proceeds to 
optional step 222 or other wise ends at step 299. 

[0028] At optional step 222, the authentication service provider 130 sends a 
confirmation message to the distributor 110. The confirmation message affirms that 
the PDCM 104 has been activated. At step 226, the cashier at the distributor may 
optionally notify the customer 102 that the PDCM 104 has been activated, and the 
method 200 proceeds to step 299, where method 200 ends. 

[0029] It is noted that the method of FIGS. 2A and 2B does not show any actions 
occurring at the digital content provider 150 at this time (i.e., the third column of 
FIGS 2A and 2B are blank). In particular, the digital content provider 150 at this 
point in time merely serves as a warehouse for the digital content from the 
perspective of the customer 102, distributor 110, and authentication service provider 
120. The customer 102 may not access the digital content stored at the digital 
content provider 150 until after the PDCM 104 has been purchased and activated. 

[0030] Referring to FIG. 1, once the PDCM 104 has been purchased and activated, 
the customer (e.g. purchaser or a beneficiary or third party recipient) 102 may utilize 
the PDCM 104 to retrieve digital content from the content provider 150. The 
customer 102 utilizes a customer computer device 170 to communicate with the 
digital content provider 150. The PDCM 104 allows the customer 102 to validate the 
purchase (i.e., that the PDCM 1 04 was purchased), as well as define the type of 
digital content associated with the purchase of the PDCM 104, as discussed below 
in further detail. 

[0031] The customer computer device 170 may be a cell phone, desktop computer, 
laptop computer, PDA or other handheld device, among any other wired or wireless 
computer device capable of processing and storing information. In the present 
invention, the customer computer device 170 must be able to communicate with the 
digital content provider i50, and in one embodiment, utilizes a web browser 182 to 
interact with a website provided by the digital content provider 150. 

8 
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[0032] Specifically, the customer computer device 170 comprises a processor 172, 
as well as memory 174 for storing various control programs 180 to 184. The 
processor 172 cooperates with conventional support circuitry 178, such as power 
supplies, clock circuits, cache memory and the like, as well as circuits that assist in 
executing the software routines stored in the memory 174. As such, it is 
contemplated that some of the process steps discussed herein as software 
processes may be implemented within hardware, for example, as circuitry that 
cooperates with the processor 172 to perform various steps. The customer 
computer device 170 also comprises input/output (I/O) circuitry 176 that forms an 
interface between the various functional elements communicating with the customer 
computer device 1 70. 

[0033] For example, in the embodiment of FIG. 1, the customer computer device 170 
communicates with the content provider 150, illustratively, via a dial-up or cable 
modem, wireless connection, among other communication channels. It is noted that 
the memory 174 may comprise volatile memory (e.g., random access memory) 
programmable memory (e.g., EPROM), and/or non-volatile memory (e.g., disk 
drives). The memory 174 stores various programs associated with the computer 
device 170, such as an operating system (OS) 180, a web browser 182, among 
other programs, as well as data pertinent to the user. Once the customer 102 has 
purchased the PDCM 104, the customer may access the digital content provider 150 
via their customer computer device 1 70 

[0034] The digital content provider ,1 50 may be any digital content provider capable 
of presenting and/o delivering digital content, such as multimedia content, which 
includes video, music, ring tones, still pictures, among other multimedia, as well as 
data, including text and graphical data. The digital content provider 1 50 comprises 
at least one processor, such as a server (e.g., AAA server) 152, memory (e.g., 
storage device) 154, I/O circuitry 156, and a web server 158. The storage device 
154 is used for storing a PDCM database 160 and the digital content 162. 

[0035] The digital content provider 1 50 and the authentication service provider 1 30 
communicate with each other via a host-to-host connection or any other direct 
communications channel that facilitates high speed and secure transfer of 
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information therebetween. Furthermore, the digital content provider 150 is capable 
of communicating with the customer computer device over a communication link, 
such as the Internet, a wireless communication medium (e.g., cellular networks), or 
any other conventional communication link that facilitates the transfer of information 
therebetween. 

[0036] The server 152 may be utilized as an authentication, authorization, and 
accounting (AAA) server. The AAA server 152 is responsible for authenticating the 
PDCM 104 with the authorization service provider 130, authorizing (Le., registering) 
the customer 102 with the digital content provider 150, as well as maintaining 
accounting information, such as accounts receivable and payable with respect to the 
authentication service provider 130, the distributor 110, among other business 
operations and functions. 

[0037] The web server 158 provides one or more websites and respective web 
pages that a customer 102 may access to select and retrieve digital content. In one 
embodiment, the web server 158 is an interactive information distribution server 
capable of streaming digital content to a requester of such content. The memory 154 
may be one or more arrays of disk drives that store the AAA information, such as the 
PDCM database 160, as well as the digital content 162. 

[0038] FIGS. 3A-3C collectively depict a flow diagram of a method for acquiring 
digital content from a digital content provider using the prepaid digital content 
medium of the present invention. FIGS. 3A-3C are divided into three columns, 
where the first column represents actions occurring by the customer 102, the second 
column represents actions occurring at the content provider 150, and the third 
column represents actions occurring at the authentication service provider 1 30. 
' FIGS. 3A-3C should be viewed in conjunction with FIG. 1 . It is noted that the 
distributor 110 only participates with respect to the method 200 of FIGS. 2A and 2B, 
and is does not participate with respect to method 300. 

[0039] Referring to FIG. 3A, the method 300 starts at step 301, where the customer 
102 wishes to retrieve digital content associated with the PDCM 104 from the digital 
content provider 150. In particular, the customer (or any user) powers up their 
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customer computer device 170 and opens their software capable of interfacing with 
the content provider 150, such as a web browser 182. 

[0040] At step 302, the customer 102 illustratively goes to the website of the content 
provider associated with the program to retrieve the digital content. In particular, 
each prepaid digital content card includes a universal resource locator (URL) 
associated with a website of the content provider 130 that allows the customer 102 
to register and retrieve the digital content. Each URL is unique to the type of digital 
content being offered. 

[0041] For example, the content provider 130 may be offering music and videos for 
various artists. In one embodiment, all of the prepaid cards 104 associated with a 
particular content available from a particular artist will have the same URL printed on 
the surface of the card. At step 304, the digital content provider sends the webpage 
associated with the URL to the customer 102 for viewing. The method 300 then 
proceeds to step 306. 

[0042] At step 306, the customer views the website and must determine if he/she is 
already registered with the digital content provider 150. If the customer 102 has 
previously registered with the content provider 150, then the method 300 proceeds 
to step 332 of FIG. 3B, as discussed below in further detail. If the customer 102 has 
not previously registered with the content provider 150, then the method 300 
proceeds to step 308. 

[0043] At step 308, the customer 102 registers by sending the PCDM the identifying 
information (e.g., serial number and PIN) written on the PCDM 104, a user name, 
and a password. At step 310, the digital content service provider 150 stores the 
user information and PCDM identifying information in the PDCM database 160. The 
method 300 then proceeds to step 31 2. 

[0044] At step 312, the digital content provider 150 sends the PDCM identifying 
information to the authentication service provider 130 along with a request for 
validating activation. At step 31 4, the authentication service provider 130 receives 
the request for validating the activation of the PDCM 104, and at step 316 of FIG. 
3B, the authentication service provider (SP) 130 confirms activation of the PDCM 
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104. In particular, the authentication SP 130 queries the database 134 at the 
authentication SP 130 for the matching identifying information and the indicia that 
the PDCM has been purchased and activated. 

[0045] If at step 318, the authentication SP 130 determines that the PDCM has not 
been activated, then the method 300 proceeds to step 320. At step 320, the 
authentication SP sends an invalid PDCM message to the digital content SP 150. At 
step 322, in one embodiment, the digital content SP 150 forwards the invalid PDCM 
message to the customer 102. In an alternate embodiment, the digital content SP 
150 creates a new rejection message that states the PDCM 104 has been rejected, 
and may include some suggestions, such as "try again," "serial number and PIN 
don't match" among other customer tips. In either embodiment, at step 324, the 
customer 102 receives a rejection message that ends the session with the content 
provider 150. At this point the customer 102 may enter the information again and 
resubmit the request, go back to the distributor 1 10 for a new PDCM 104 or to try to 
reactivate the current PDCM 104, in accordance with method 200 of FIGS. 2A and 
2B. Accordingly, the method 300 provides a secure procedure to deny access from 
attempts to retrieve digital content using a non-activated PDCM 104. 

[0046] If at step 318, the authentication SP 130 determines that the PDCM has been 
activated, then the method 300 proceeds to step 326. At step 326, the 
authentication SP sends a confirmation of PDCM activation to the digital content SP 
150. At step 328, the digital content SP 150 registers the customer 102. In 
particular, the user name, password, and corresponding PDCM identifying 
information are correlated and stored. At step 330, the digital content SP 150 sends 
notice of valid registration and enables the customer 102 to select specific digital 
content associated with the purchased PDCM 104. 

[0047] At step 332, the customer 102 receives the notice of registration, and the 
customer 102 may either continue to access the digital content SP 150 to retrieve 
digital content, or retrieve the content at some future time. In particular, if at step 
306, the customer 102 had previously registered with the digital content SP 150, the 
customer may logon at a future time to select and retrieve the digital content. In 
either case, the method 300 proceeds to step 334 of FIG. 3C. 
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[0048J At step 334, the customer 102 selects the digital content he/she wishes to 
retrieve. The customer 102 may be offered various types of content (e.g., video, 
music, ring tones, MP3 music, data, and the like), as well as multiple categories and 
selections within each category. The customer may select as many of the offered 
content as he/she likes at any given time. However, in one embodiment, the 
customer 102 is limited to selecting and downloading the content only once. In other 
words, the PDCM 104 provides a one time use for the customer 102 to retrieve a 
particular selection of digital content. One skilled in the art will appreciate that other 
promotional and content distribution practices may be implemented in accordance 
with the teachings of the present invention. 

[0049] At step 336, the customer 102 submits a request for the selected digital 
content, and at step 338, the digital content SP 150 retrieves the selected digital 
content from storage. In particular, the web server 158 retrieves the selected digital 
content 162 from storage 154 and streams the selected digital content to the 
customer computer device 170 in a transport stream, such as an MPEG transport 
stream, in an instance the customer device is coupled the digital content provider 
150 illustratively via a wired connection, such as a T1 connection. For wireless 
connections, the digital content may be sent to the customer computer device 170 
using PCM or other conventional wireless transport techniques. One skilled in the 
art will appreciate that any conventional transport technique may be used that is 
capable of downloading digital content to the customer computer device 170. 

[0050] At step 342, the customer computer device 170 receives and stores the 
requested digital content. The customer 102 may then instruct the customer 
computer device to present the digital content, such as playing music using an MP3 
player, playfng a video, activating new ring tones in a cell phone, and the like. The 
method 300 then proceeds to step 399 where the method ends. 

10051] The present invention allows a consumer to prepay for digital content, receive 
an instrument associated with the type of digital content, as well as signifying 
payment for such digital content. The instrument has been defined herein as a 
prepaid digital content medium (PDCM), which in one embodiment is fabricated in 
the form of a prepaid card having a magnetic strip provided thereon. The PDCM 



13 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No.: ATT/2003-0254 

may be activated at the time of purchase through a clearing house (e.g., an 
authentication center) and subsequently used at a future time to retrieve the digital 
content from a digital content service provider. Once the possessor of the activated 
PDCM registers with the digital content service provider, which includes verifying 
activation with the clearing house, the user may retrieve selected digital content. 

[0052] Accordingly, the present invention provides a customer an opportunity to 
receive new types of digital content and download the content directly to their user 
device. Further, from the perspective of the digital content distributor, the present 
invention provides an additional promotional vehicle for distributing and selling 
multimedia and data (e.g., music, video, electronic books, and the like). From the 
perspective of the distributor (i.e., retailer), the present invention helps to attract 
more customers to their stores. Further, from the perspectives of the authorization 
service provider, digital content provider, and distributor, they all may share in 
revenues driven by the consumer consumption of the present invention. 

[0053] While the foregoing is directed to embodiments of the present invention, other 
and further embodiments of the invention may be devised without departing from the 
basic scope thereof, and the scope thereof is determined by the claims that follow. 
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Claims: 

1 . A method of providing digital content to consumers, comprising: 
receiving unique identification information associated with a prepaid digital 

content medium (PDCM) from a consumer distributor of said PDCM; 

activating said PDCM based upon said unique identification information; and 
sending confirmation of activation of said PDCM in response to a request for 

confirmation from a digital content provider, said digital content provider sending 

said request for confirmation in response to a request for said digital content by a 

consumer possessing said purchased PDCM. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said receiving step comprises: 
receiving a digital signal comprising a serial number and personal 

identification number associated with said PDCM. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said activating step comprises: 
comparing said received identification information to identification information 

stored in a database; and 

in response to said received and stored identification information matching, 
providing an indicia of activation for said PDCM. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein said activating step further comprises: 
determining whether said PDCM has been purchased by a consumer; and 
providing indicia of purchase associated with said PDCM. 

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising rejecting activation from said 
consumer distributor in an instance where said received and stored identification 
information fails to match. 

6. The method of claim 4 further comprising rejecting activation from said 
consumer distributor in an instance where said PDCM has not been purchased by a 
consumer. 
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7. The method of claim 1 , wherein said sending confirmation of activation of said 
PDCM comprises: 

receiving an activation request from said digital content provider: 

querying a database for an indicia of activation associated with said PDCM; 

and 

sending said confirmation of activation to said digital content provider in an 
instance said PDCM is activated. 

8. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

sending notice of non-activation of said PDCM to said digital content provider 
in response to said request for confirmation from said digital content provider, in an 
instance where said PDCM is not activated. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein said sending notice of non-activation of said 
PDCM comprises: 

receiving an activation request from said digital content provider: 

querying a database for an indicia of activation associated with said PDCM; 

and 

sending said notice of non-activation to said digital content provider in an 
instance said PDCM is not activated. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein said digital content provider sending said 
request for confirmation in response to a request for said digital content by a 
consumer possessing said purchased PDCM comprises: 

receiving, at said digital content provider, said request for digital content from 
a consumer computer device associated with said consumer; and 

downloading said digital content from said content provider to said consumer 
computer device in an instance where said PDCM is confirmed as being activated 
and said consumer is registered with said content provider. 
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11. A system for providing digital content, comprising: 

a prepaid digital content medium (PDCM) comprising unique identification 
information thereon; 

a PDCM consumer distributor for selling said PDCM; 

a digital content provider for storing said digital content associated with said 
PDCM, said digital content provider adapted for communication with a consumer 
computer device to request and receive said digital content; and 

an authentication service provider for maintaining corresponding identification 
information associated with said PDCM, said authentication service provider 
adapted to activate said PDCM upon receiving notice of purchase of said PDCM, 
said authentication service provider sending confirmation of activation of said PDCM 
in response to a request for confirmation from said digital content provider, wherein 
said digital content provider sends said request for confirmation in response to said 
consumer computer device requesting to receive said digital content from said 
service provider. 

12. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said PDCM comprises a card having a 
magnetic strip. 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein said PDCM consumer distributor further 
comprises a PDCM scanning device, said PDCM scanning device being capable of 
sending said unique identification information of said PDCM to said authentication 
service provider. 

14. The system of claim 11, wherein said identification information of said PDCM 
comprises a serial number and a personal identification number. 
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1 5. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said digital content provider comprises: 
a web server; 

a storage device coupled to said web server, said storage device comprising 
digital content associated with said PDCM. 

1 6. The system of claim 1 5, wherein said digital content provider further 
comprises: 

an authentication, authorization, and accounting (AAA) server coupled to said 
storage device; and 

a PDCM database stored in said storage device. 

17. The system of claim 11, wherein said customer computer device comprises at 
least one of a desktop computer, a laptop, a PDA, and a cellular phone. 

18. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said digital content comprises at least one of 
video, music, multi-media content, electronic books, and electronic data. 

19. A method for providing digital content using a prepaid digital content medium 
(PDCM), comprising: 

activating said PDCM at an authentication service provider in response to 
receiving identifying and purchase information associated with said PDCM from a 
distributor of said PDCM; and 

providing said digital content to a computer device of a user from a digital 
content provider, in an instance where said user is registered with said digital 
content provider, and said identifying and purchasing information associated with 
said PDCM is reconfirmed as being activated by said authentication service 
provider. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein said digital content comprises at least one 
of video, music, multi-media content, electronic books, and electronic data. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[0054] A method and system for providing digital content to consumers utilizing a 
prepaid digital content medium. The method includes receiving unique identification 
information associated with a prepaid digital content medium (PDCM) from a 
consumer distributor of the PDCM. Upon payment for the PDCM by a purchaser, 
unique identifying information associated with the PDCM is sent to an authentication 
service provider, and the PDCM is activated based upon the identification 
information. The authentication service provider sends confirmation of activation of 
the PDCM to a digital content provider in response to a request for confirmation from 
the digital content provider, where the digital content provider sends the request for 
confirmation in response to a request for the digital content by a consumer 
possessing the purchased PDCM. 
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n U.S._Postal_Service_ B 

<U.S._PostaLService@usps. 

com> 

05/12/2005 03:07 PM 



To sbarot@mpsllp.com 
cc 
bcc 

Subject USPS Shipment Info for EV73 2209 103U S 



This is a post-only message. Please do not respond. 

Sujata Barot has requested that you receive a Track & Confirm update, as shown 
below. 

Track & Confirm e-mail update information provided by the U.S. Postal Service. 
Label Number: EV73 22 09 103U S 

Service Type: Express Mail - Post Office to Addressee 

Shipment Activity Location Date & Time 



NOTICE LEFT 
1 :50pm 

NOTICE LEFT. 
10:01am 

ARRIVAL AT UNIT 
7 :46am 

ENROUTE 
12 :58am 

ACCEPTANCE 
4 :53pm 



LONG VALLEY NJ 07853 



LONG VALLEY NJ 07853 



LONG VALLEY NJ 07853 



WHIPPANY NJ 07999 



SHREWSBURY NJ 07702 



05/12/05 
05/11/05 
05/11/05 
05/11/05 
05/10/05 



Reminder: Track & Confirm by email 
Date of email request: 05/11/05 

Future activity will continue to be emailed for up to 2 weeks from the Date of 
Request shown above. If you need to initiate the Track & Confirm by email 
process again at the end of the 2 weeks, please do so at the USPS Track & 
Confirm web site at http://www.usps.com/shipping/trackandconfirm.htm 



USPS has not verified the validity of any email addresses submitted via its 
online Track & Confirm tool. 



For more information, or if you have additional questions on Track & Confirm 
services and features, please visit the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
section of our Track & Confirm site at 
http : //www. usps . com/ shipping/ trackandconf irmf aqs . htm 



USPS - Track & Confirm 



Page 1 of 1 




— ^ „<^rjL~^..-—~ 2 M 



Track & Confirm 



Current Status 

You entered EV73 2209 117U S 

There is no record of that item, if it was mailed recently, information may 
not yet be available. Please try again later. 



Track & Confirm 

Enter label number: 



Track & Confirm FAQs ( 



POSTAL INSPECTORS 
Preserving the Trust 



sitemap contact us government services 

Copyright © 1999-2002 USPS. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use Privacy Policy 



http://trkcnfrml .smi.usps.com/netdata-cgi/db2www/cbd_243 .d2w/output 



5/18/2005 



MOSER 

Patterson & 
Sheridan, llp 




ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



May 13, 2005 



Via Express Mail 

Mr. John BaRoss 

1 26 Pleasant Grove Road 

Long Valley, NJ 07853-3444 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/750,362 

Entitled: "METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR RECEIVING DIGITAL CONTENT 
USING A PREPAID DIGITAL CONTENT CARD" 
Our File: ATT 2003-0254 



Dear Mr. BaRoss: 

Review of my letter to you dated May 10, 2005; I noticed that there was no 
mention of the fact that a complete copy of the application as filed was enclosed along 
with the combined Declaration/Power of Attorney and Assignment. 

Since this particular fact was inadvertently omitted, please find enclosed another 
complete copy of the above-identified application as filed along with another copy of the 
combined Declaration/Power of Attorney and Assignment. 

These documents are required for filing in the United States Patent and 
Trademark office for the above-identified patent application before May 18, 2005. 

I would appreciate your signing, dating and returning these documents before the 
due date mentioned above. I have provided a pre-paid Express Mail envelope for your 
use. If you still have any concern with regards to this matter, please call us at your 
earliest opportunity so that we can discuss the matter with you. 



Very truly yours, 




Sujata Barot 
Paralegal 



Enclosures 



CC: Kin-Wah Tong, Esq. 



350 Cambridge Ave, Suite 250 
Palo Alto, CA 94306-1550 



FAX 650.330.2314 



TEL 650.330.2310 



595 Shrewsbury Ave, Suite 100 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702-4185 
TEL 732.530.9404 
FAX 732.530.9808 



3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, 7X77056-6582 



TEL 713.623.4844 



FAX 713.623.4846 



WWW.MPSLLP.COM 




"U.S.^PostaLServiceJ* 

<U.S._Postal_Service@usps. 

com> 

05/17/2005 05:14 PM 



To sbarot@mpsllp.com 
cc 
bcc 

Subject USPS Shipment Info for EV33 8401 369U S 



This is a post -only message. Please do not respond. 

sujata has requested that you receive the current Track & Confirm information, 
as shown below. 

Current Track & Confirm e-mail information provided by the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

Label Number: EV33 8401 369U S 

Service Type: Express Mail - Post Office to Addressee 

Shipment Activity Location Date & Time 



DELIVERED 
11:30am 

TO: J BAROSS 

ARRIVAL AT UNIT 
6 :47am 

ENROUTE 
12 :22am 

ACCEPTANCE 
4 : 37pm 



LONG VALLEY NJ 07853 



LONG VALLEY NJ 07853 



WHIPPANY NJ 07999 



SHREWSBURY NJ 07702 



05/14/05 

05/14/05 
05/14/05 
05/13/05 



USPS has not verified the validity of any email addresses submitted via its 
online Track & Confirm tool. 



For more information, or if you have additional questions on Track & Confirm 
services and features, please visit the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
section of our Track & Confirm site at 
http://www.usps . com/shipping/ trackandconf irmf aqs .htm 



USPS - Track & Confirm 



Page 1 of 1 



UNIWaSTAIES. 




Track & Confirm 



Current Status 

You entered EV33 8401 369U S 

Your item was delivered at 1 1:30 am on May 14, 2005 in LONG VALLEY, 
NJ 07853. The item was signed for by J BAROSS. 

(Shipment ihstsffsP) 

Notification Options 

► Track & Confirm by email What is this? l J*Zt) 

► Request Proof of Delivery What is this? QEE J 



Track & Confirm 

Enter label number: 



Track & Confirm FAQs ( 



POSTAL INSPECTORS 
Preserving the Trust 



sitemap contact us government services 

Copyright © 1999-2002 USPS. Ail Rights Reserved. Terms of Use Privacy Policy 




"U.S._Postal_Service_" 

<U.S._Postal_Service@usps. 

com> 



To SBAROT@MPSLLP.COM 



cc 



05/17/2005 05:17 PM 



bcc 



Subject USPS Proof of Delivery Info for EV33 8401 369U S 



This is a post -only message. Please do not respond. 
Label Number: EV33 84 01 3 69U S 
Service Type: Express Mail 

Thank you for requesting a Proof of Delivery letter on your shipment. 

Your Proof of Delivery letter is included in a PDF file attached to this 
email. 

You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader software to view the PDF file. Download 

Adobe Acrobat Reader for free by going to 

http : / /www. adobe . com/products/acrobat/readstep2 . html . 

If you have additional questions on Track & Confirm services and features or 
if 

you have difficulties viewing the attached file, please visit the Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs) section of our Track and Confirm site at 
http://www.usps.com/shipping/trackandconfirmfaqs.htm for more information. 

Attachment: Proof of Delivery letter (PDF) 
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EV338401369US.pdf 



^sgf UNITED STATES 



Bi POSTAL SERVICE* 



Date: 05/17/2005 



SUJATA: 



The following is in response to your 05/17/2005 request for delivery information on your 
Express Mail item number EV33 8401 369U S. The delivery record shows that this item was 
delivered on 05/14/2005 at 1 1:30 AM in LONG VALLEY, NJ 07853 to J BAROSS. The 
scanned image of the recipient information is provided below. 



Thank you for selecting the Postal Service for your mailing needs. If you require additional 
assistance, please contact your local Post Office or postal representative. 



uein/ery section 



Signature of Recipient: 




Address of Recipient: 




Sincerely, 

United States Postal Service 
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Track & Confirm 



Current Status 

You entered EV33 8401 355U S 

There is no record of that item. If it was mailed recently, information may 
not yet be available. Please try again later. 
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Enter label number: 
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